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Khairy on EU's denial: 'I'm talking about
durian, he was talking about rambutan'

By Tharanya Arumugam - June 26, 2021 @ 4:44pm

Covid-19 National Immunisation Programme (NIP) coordinating minister Khairy
Jamaluddin stood by his remark that rich countries namely the United Kingdom, the
United States, Canada and the European Union (EU) were hoarding Covid-19 vaccines,
leading to limited supplies for developing nations. - NSTP/MOHAMAD SHAHRIL BADRI
SAALI

KUALA LUMPUR: Covid-19 National Immunisation Programme (NIP)
coordinating minister Khairy Jamaluddin stood by his remark that rich
countries namely the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada and the
European Union (EU) were hoarding Covid-19 vaccines, leading to limited
supplies for developing nations.

On Wednesday, EU ambassador to Malaysia Michalis Rokas had denied
Khairy's claims that the bloc was hoarding Covid-19 vaccines, citing that
the EU Secretariat had approved all vaccine requests from the Malaysian
government.

"I don't think he understood what I said. I was not talking about the
vaccines that Malaysia has paid for. Indeed, the one we bought came
from Belgium (more than four million doses of Pfizer).

"We thank the EU for not blocking the vaccine exports to Malaysia. But I
was talking about the purchase of vaccines by the EU which exceeded the
need of their population The UK for instance has more than five doses
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need of their population. The UK, for instance, has more than five doses
per person on order.
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"What I'm trying to say is that you (EU and other developed nations) have
purchased above and beyond what you need, many times over in access
of their population.

"I was talking about durian, he was talking about rambutan," said the
Minister of Science, Technology and Innovation.
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